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Civic education in Indonesia faces challenges in building civic 

engagement and political participation among the younger 

generation. The main issue raised in this study is the importance 

of civic disposition in shaping the attitudes and behaviors of active 

citizens. The method used is a literature study that analyzes 

various academic sources, educational policies, and relevant 

learning practices. The results of this study show that 

strengthening civic disposition can be done through an integrative 

approach, including teaching democratic values, argumentation 

skills, and developing empathy. The impact of this strengthening 

can be seen in the increase in political awareness and student 

participation in social and political activities in their communities. 

The conclusion of this study confirms that the integration of civic 

disposition in civic education not only improves students' 

knowledge but also shapes the character and skills necessary to 

become active and responsible citizens. This effort is expected to 

create a younger generation that is more sensitive to social issues 

and contribute positively to the development of democracy in 

Indonesia. 

Corresponding Author: 

Yayuk Hidayah 

yayukhidayah@uny.ac.id 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Civic education has a vital role in shaping the character and attitude of citizens, 

especially in the era of globalization and democratization, which is increasingly complex. 

Sunarso et al. (2024) stated that increasingly complex globalization has significantly 

impacted various aspects of life. In Indonesia, the challenges faced in education include 

low levels of civic engagement and political participation among the younger generation. 

These challenges show that understanding rights and obligations as citizens has not been 
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fully embedded in students. Therefore, strengthening civic disposition is crucial in 

building awareness and active involvement. 

Civic disposition, or civic disposition, encompasses attitudes, values, and behaviors 

that favor active participation in society and politics. Mazid S. et al. (2024) stated that 

Civic disposition contributes to social activities and political involvement. The concept 

of civic disposition focuses not only on theoretical knowledge about democracy and 

human rights but also on developing practical skills necessary to contribute to the life of 

the nation and state.  

Civic education that emphasizes civic disposition aims to make students more 

sensitive to social issues and encourage them to take initiative in civic activities. Although 

various programs are designed to increase political awareness among students, their 

involvement in social and political activities is still relatively low. Keirle (2013) stated 

that the basic idea of citizenship plays a vital role in shaping how youth negotiate and 

discuss. On the other hand, Smith et al. (2022) assert that community engagement requires 

a strong understanding of democratic principles and the skills to drive change. This 

community engagement shows the need for a more practical approach to civic education 

to address this challenge. 

Civic engagement and political participation are crucial elements in civic education, 

designed to shape individuals aware of their rights and obligations as citizens. According 

to King, B. A., & Erickson, L. (2016), effective education can increase political awareness 

and encourage active social participation. Meanwhile, Magill, K. R. et al (2024) added 

that through practical experience in civic activities, individuals can develop a deeper 

understanding of their role in democracy. Thus, civic education aims to teach theory and 

facilitate direct involvement that allows individuals to contribute to society 

constructively. In this context, civic education serves as a tool to instill the values of 

democracy, tolerance, and social responsibility. Through experiential learning, students 

are invited to understand the importance of contributing to society through social 

activities and participation in the political process. 

Active political participation among the younger generation is essential to ensure 

the sustainability of democracy. Haduong P. et al. (2024) emphasized that youth 

involvement in the political process helps create a more responsive and empowered 

society. In addition, White G. et al. (2023) state that young people have the potential to 

be agents of change and that their participation in various political activities can 

strengthen the foundations of democracy as well as ensure that their voices are heard. 

Therefore, encouraging political involvement among the younger generation is a crucial 

step to maintaining the dynamics and health of democracy in the future. Effective civic 

education can equip students with critical thinking skills, analysis of social issues, and 

good communication skills. Thus, they can actively participate in public discussions, 

general elections, and other community activities. Hands-on experience in social projects 

or election simulations can reinforce a sense of ownership and responsibility for the 

democratic process. 

Civic involvement and political participation not only serve to strengthen 
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democracy but also to build solidarity in society. Andrejevic (2020) states that when 

individuals engage in activities that benefit others, they better understand fellow citizens' 

needs and aspirations. Hidayah, Y & Sujastika, I (2024) add that this involvement creates 

a sense of shared ownership and responsibility, strengthening social bonds. Thus, active 

participation in the community not only supports the democratic process but also builds 

a network of solidarity that is essential for creating a more harmonious and inclusive 

society. Therefore, civic education should be designed to encourage broader engagement 

by creating spaces for students to engage in social and political issues and building a 

collective consciousness that can lead to positive change in society. 

In this context, this study aims to explore practical ways of strengthening civic 

disposition among students through civic education. The literature study method This 

study will analyze existing best practices and compile recommendations for developing a 

curriculum more responsive to the community's needs. It is hoped that the results of this 

research can contribute to improving the quality of civic education in Indonesia and 

building a younger generation who are more active and responsible as citizens. 

This research provides novelty by emphasizing the importance of strengthening 

civic disposition as a foundation for building student civic involvement and political 

participation. In the context of civic education (PPKn) in Indonesia, the proposed 

integrative approach focuses on mastery of the material and the development of character 

and practical skills that support active citizenship actions. 

The scientific contribution of this research lies in developing innovative learning 

models relevant to the social challenges society faces today. By combining civic 

education theories and best practices from various sources, this study enriches the PPKn 

literature by providing concrete guidance for educators and policymakers. In addition, 

this research encourages further discussion about the importance of education that is not 

only theoretical, but also practical in creating critical and engaged citizens. Thus, this 

research is an essential reference in developing the curriculum and teaching strategies of 

PPKn in Indonesia, as well as strengthening the understanding of the role of education in 

shaping a democratic society. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD  

This research uses a qualitative approach, Sugiyono (2019) explained that the 

research method explains that the qualitative research method is an approach that focuses 

on an in-depth understanding of social phenomena through the collection and analysis of 

non-numerical data. This research aims to explore the research subject's meaning, 

experience, and perspective in a particular social, cultural, or environmental context. The 

qualitative type used is literature study as the primary method. In this process, various 

sources of information, such as books, journals, articles, and education policy documents 

related to civic disposition, civic education, and political participation, are analyzed. 

The first step is to identify and gather relevant sources to understand the concept 

of civic disposition and its application in civic education. Furthermore, the analysis was 

carried out by grouping information based on key themes, such as civic values, teaching 
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methods, and the impact on civic engagement. Researchers can dig deep into existing best 

practices and evaluate their effectiveness with this approach. The results of this qualitative 

analysis are then used to compile recommendations for strengthening civic disposition in 

civic education in Indonesia. This method allows researchers to gain a holistic and 

contextual understanding of the issues raised and highlight the needs and opportunities 

for improvement in civic education practices. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Civic disposition can be strengthened by implementing several necessary 

measures, including teaching democratic values (Khasanah, 2014). In teaching these 

democratic values, the reinforcement of civic disposition is elaborated through the 

learning process by providing an understanding of rights and responsibilities (Lukitoaji, 

2015). This understanding of rights and responsibilities is conveyed by educating students 

about human rights, the obligations that must be fulfilled as citizens, the freedom to 

express opinions, and the principle of equality in human rights. 

Moreover, according to Habibah (2021), strengthening civic disposition also 

requires teaching tolerance and pluralism by fostering respect for differing views, beliefs, 

and cultural backgrounds, particularly in democratic processes. The final component of 

teaching democratic values to students is educating them on upholding social justice 

(Mustad, 2019). Social justice is enforced to cultivate a sense of fairness and 

responsibility towards more vulnerable groups in society. This mindset is essential, 

especially in strengthening civic disposition within students. 

Reinforcing civic disposition is also achieved by enhancing students' 

argumentative skills (Fardin, 2024). This improvement is realized by teaching students to 

think critically, evaluate information objectively, and formulate arguments based on 

evidence. The development of argumentative skills must also be supported by sharpening 

students' ability to engage in dialogue and open debate. Anggraini (2015) suggests that 

strengthening civic disposition in this regard aims to create a space for discussion and 

debate on public issues so students become accustomed to expressing their opinions 

rationally while respecting the views of others. Open dialogue and discussion are also 

expected to serve as bridges to conflict resolution by developing negotiation skills and 

resolving conflicts through dialogue, without violence, as part of effective citizenship 

education (Sudibyo, 2021). 

In addition to teaching democratic values and improving students' argumentative 

skills, developing civic disposition is also pursued by fostering students' empathy 

(Latifah, 2018). Fostering empathy is done by involving students in social and community 

activities so they can experience the challenges others face, such as poverty, injustice, or 

discrimination, thus fostering solidarity. Additionally, providing students with direct 

societal experiences is considered to help improve their empathy skills (Putri, 2022). 

Volunteering, field trips, or community service can expose students to the broader culture, 

fostering empathy and a sense of responsibility. 

The enhancement of empathy is incomplete without providing emotional 
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education to improve students' civic disposition. This empathy development aims to 

enable students to understand and emotionally respond to the feelings of others, which is 

crucial for cultivating a caring and empathetic attitude in a diverse environment, reflecting 

the reality of Indonesian society. 

Strengthening civic disposition will help shape a younger generation that is 

politically aware, engaged, and ready to take an active role in improving and building 

their society and country (Mustad, 2019). According to Mulyani (2022), strengthening 

civic disposition includes increasing students' political awareness and participation in 

community social and political activities, such as heightened political awareness. This 

improved understanding of the political system helps students comprehend how politics 

works, their political rights, and how policies affect daily life, encouraging them to care 

more about political issues. Students' interest in social and political issues increases, 

making them more inclined to follow news, discussions, or public debates on local, 

national, and global issues. 

This awareness heightens their interest in participating in political processes like 

elections. Elections are one of the most tangible political processes in society. The 

conduct of elections is a critical milestone for discovering new leaders and implementing 

political policies that have been established. Therefore, students must be involved in 

elections. Enhancing students' political understanding is reflected in their critical attitudes 

and behaviors toward government policies (Munjani, 2020). Students will naturally 

develop the ability to argue and think critically in responding to various policies in greater 

depth. They can provide constructive criticism or support for government policies. 

Political awareness also increases students' interest in participating in other social 

and political activities. For instance, students may willingly join organizations or 

communities they believe can channel their aspirations. Students with a solid civic 

disposition tend to be more active in joining civic organizations, youth organizations, or 

non-governmental organizations focused on social or political issues (Supangat, 2022). 

In addition, students are encouraged to participate in volunteer activities and community 

service, such as assisting underprivileged communities, engaging in social campaigns, or 

fundraising for humanitarian causes. 

In addition to joining organizations and engaging in activities within specific 

communities, students are also interested in participating in political activities (political 

participation). According to Lubis (2022), political participation extends beyond interest 

in elections; it also includes participating in activities such as attending public meetings, 

discussing public policies, or even engaging in policy advocacy. Similarly, Ambarwangi 

(2013) states that politically aware students are more likely to engage in political 

campaigns or social movements. 

By actively participating in politics, students will naturally develop an identity as 

active citizens (Laka, 2017). According to Mustad (2019), this identity of active 

citizenship is marked by a heightened sense of social responsibility. With a solid civic 

disposition, students will feel more accountable for improving the conditions of society 

around them (Sofiyanti, 2020). They become not merely bystanders in social and political 
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processes but agents of change. Furthermore, students will be involved in making critical 

governmental decisions. This involvement proves that students' understanding is 

enhanced when they can actively grasp their rights and responsibilities as citizens, such 

as participating in local decision-making processes like village meetings or being part of 

community advocacy movements. Active political participation is also characterized by 

a more mature awareness of democracy (Jati, 2017). A well-developed civic disposition 

fosters a commitment to democratic principles, such as respecting differing opinions, 

preserving freedom of speech, and building a just and prosperous society. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The conclusion of this study confirms that the integration of civic disposition in 

civic education not only improves students' knowledge but also shapes the character and 

skills necessary to become active and responsible citizens. This effort is expected to create 

a younger generation that is more sensitive to social issues and contribute positively to 

the development of democracy in Indonesia. 

Recommendations that can be proposed are the development of more innovative 

and practice-based civic education curricula, such as group discussions, social projects, 

and participation in community activities. In addition, training teachers to implement 

interactive teaching methods and support the development of civic disposition is crucial. 

The government and educational institutions need to work together to create an 

environment that supports student participation in schools and the community so that 

civic values can be appropriately embedded. With these steps, it is hoped that civic 

involvement and political participation among the younger generation can be further 

increased, thereby strengthening the foundation of democracy in Indonesia. 

 

REFERENCES 

Ambarwangi, S. (2013). Multicultural Education in Schools Through Tradition Art 

Education. HARMONIA-Jurnal Pengetahuan dan Pemikiran Seni. 

Andrejevic, M. (2020). Data Civics: A Response to the "Ethical Turn". Television & New 

Media, 21(6), 562-567. https://doi.org/10.1177/1527476420919693  

Anggraini, D.N. (2015). Pengaruh Penerapan Materi Education for Sustainable 

Development (ESD) dalam Bahan Ajar PPKn terhadap Peningkatan Civic 

Disposition Siswa (Penelitian Quasi Eksperimen di Kelas VII SMPN 5 Bandung). 

Fardin, F., Tutuarima, F., & Gaite, T. (2024). Penguatan Civic Disposition (Watak 

Kewarganegaraan) di Sekolah Menengah Pertama Negeri 21 Ambon dalam 

Mempersiapkan Generasi Muda di Era Revolusi 5.0. MOTEKAR: Jurnal 

Multidisiplin Teknologi dan Arsitektur. 

Habibah (2021). Sumber Politik Pendidikan Pancasila. 

https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/xm3fa. 

Haduong, P., Jeffries, J., Pao, A., Webb, W., Allen, D., & Kidd, D. (2024). Who Am I, 

and What Do I Care About? Supporting Civic Identity Development in Civic 

Education. Education, Citizenship and Social Justice, 19(2), 185-201. 

https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/xm3fa


Strengthening Civic Disposition to Build Civic Engagement and Political Participation in Civic Education in 
Indonesia (Yayuk Hidayah and Ismi Sujastika) 

 

       239 

https://doi.org/10.1177/17461979231151616  

Hidayah, Y & Sujastika , I, (2024). Harmonisasi Dunia Pendidikan: Pendidikan Nilai dan 

Kearifan Lokal Piil Pesenggiri untuk Pencapaian SDGS dalam Mendorong Smart 

Society 5.0. 2024: Prosiding Seminar Nasional Pendidikan FKIP Universitas 

Lampung. http://e-jurnal.fkip.unila.ac.id/index.php/prosem/article/view/479  

Jati, W. R. (2017). Memaknai Kelas Menengah Sebagai Aktor Demokrasi Indonesia 

Understanding Indonesian Middle Class as Democracy Pillar in 

Indonesia. Jurnal Penelitian Politik| Volume, 14(1), 17-29. 

Keirle, P. (2013). Citizens And the Cigarette: The Civic Dimensions of America's Earliest, 

Youth-Targeted, Mass-Mediated Anti-Cigarette Campaign. Journal of Consumer 

Culture, 13(1), 3-24. https://doi.org/10.1177/1469540512474528  

Khasanah, I. N. (2014). Penanaman Nilai-Nilai Kearifan Lokal Pada Tradisi Batik Guna 

Mewujudkan Civic Disposition Generasi Muda (Studi di Kampung Batik Kauman 

Kota Surakarta). 

King, B. A., & Erickson, L. (2016). Disenfranchising the Enfranchised: Exploring the 

Relationship Between Felony Disenfranchisement and African American Voter 

Turnout. Journal of Black Studies, 47(8), 799-821. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0021934716659195  

Laka, L. (2017). Optimalisasi Self-Regulated Learning untuk Meningkatkan Success 

Identity. Sapa: Jurnal Kateketik dan Pastoral, 2(2), 89-109. 

Latifah, I.N. (2018). Implementasi Program Adiwiyata dalam Mengembangkan Civic 

Disposition Siswa di SMK Negeri 1 Karawang. 

Lubis, M. A., & Alrasyid, A. Z. (2022). Partisipasi Politik Masyarakat Desa terhadap 

Pemilihan Bupati dan Wakil Bupati Nias Barat Tahun 2015 (Studi pada Desa 

Hilisangawola Kec. Ulu Moro’o Kab. Nias Barat). Jurnal Ilmiah 

METADATA, 4(1), 446-464. 

Lukitoaji, B. D. (2015). Pembinaan Civic Competence Mahasiswa melalui Pendidikan 

Kepramukaan sebagai Penguatan Karakter Generasi Muda: Studi Kasus pada 

Program Studi Pendidikan Pancasila dan Kewarganegaraan di Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Surakarta (Doctoral Dissertation, Universitas Pendidikan 

Indonesia). 

Magill, K. R., Scholten, N., Blevins, B., & Smith, V. D. (2024). The Importance of Civic 

Culture: Toward Intellectual Solidarity and Community Agency. Education, 

Citizenship and Social Justice, 19(1), 139-161. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/17461979221130431  

Mazid, S., Komalasari, K., Karim, A. A.,  R., & Wulansari, A. (2024). Nyadran Tradition 

as Local Wisdom of the Community to Form Civic Disposition. KnE Social 

Sciences, 9(19), 233–244. https://doi.org/10.18502/kss.v9i19.16503 

Mluweh, S.D., Ungaran, K., Semarang, T.K., & Mustad, A. (2020). Implementasi 

Pendidikan Karakter dengan Model Pembiasaan untuk Meningkatkan 

Kedisiplinan. 

Mujani, S., & Irvani, D. (2020). Sikap dan Perilaku Warga terhadap Kebijakan 



ASANKA: Journal of Social Science and Education, Volume 05, Number 02, 2024 

 

240  

Penanganan Wabah Covid-19. Politika: Jurnal Ilmu Politik, 11 (2), 219–238. 

Mulyani, S. D. (2022). Peranan Pendidikan Kewarganegaraan dalam Meningkatkan 

Partisipasi Politik Siswa. Jurnal Pendidikan Politik, Hukum dan 

Kewarganegaraan, 12(2), 104-113. 

Mustad, A. (2019). Implementasi Pendidikan Karakter dengan Model Pembiasaan untuk 

Meningkatkan Kedisiplinan Siswa di SDN Mluweh 01 Kecamatan Ungaran 

Timur Kabupaten Semarang. Jurnal Pendidikan Dasar, 7(2). 

Putri, A.M., Setiawati, O.R., Lutfianawati, D., Nurjanah, D.A., Rahmawati, I., Rosalina, 

M., & Az Zahra, N.L. (2022). Pelatihan Empati untuk Meningkatkan Kerjasama 

pada Siswa Sma di Bandar Lampung. Jurnal Kreativitas Pengabdian Kepada 

Masyarakat (PKM). 

Šerek, J. (2017). What's the Matter with Civil Society? The Declining Effect of Civic 

Involvement on Civic Identity Among Czech Adolescents. Youth & Society, 49(7), 

879-901. https://doi.org/10.1177/0044118X16637883 

Smith, V. D., Magill, K. R., Blevins, B., & Scholten, N. (2022). Sorting Through 

Citizenship: A Case Study on Using Cognitive Scaffolding to Unpack Adolescent 

Civic Identity Formation. The Journal of Social Studies Research, 46(3), 223-235. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jssr.2021.09.002  

Sofiyanti, I., Astuti, F. P., & Setyowati, H. (2020). Pelatihan Pendidik Sebaya tentang 

Generasi Berencana (GenRe) di SMP N 24 Kota Semarang. Jurnal Pengabdian 

Dharma Bakti, 3(1), 1-9. 

Sudibyo, S. (2021). Eksperimen Sekolah Unggul untuk Pemimpin Masa Depan. Jurnal 

Cerdik: Jurnal Pendidikan dan Pengajaran. 

Sugiyono. (2019). Metodologi Penelitian Kuantitatif dan Kualitatif Dan R&D. Bandung: 

Alfabeta. 

Sunarso, & Nasiwan, & Suharno, & Hidayah, Yayuk & Saputro, Johan. (2024). Stepping 

Towards Transformation: Student Political Awareness Through Instruction the 

Development of the 21st Century Political Education Curriculum. Mimbar Ilmu. 

29. 99-106. 10.23887/mi.v29i1.64132.  

Supangat, S. (2022). Pembudayaan Demokrasi di Sekolah Menengah Pertama Negeri 5 

Kempas dalam Mengembangkan Civic Disposition. Pedagogi: Jurnal Pendidikan 

dan Pembelajaran, 2(1), 11-17 

White, G., Dong, D., Campbell, D. E., & Lee, C. D. (2023). Civic Education in a Time of 

Democratic Crisis. The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social 

Science, 705(1), 7-15. https://doi.org/10.1177/00027162231190539  

 


